
Message 1: MAD for God!
Introduc�on
‘What’s Next?’ is the �tle for our new sermon series. For believers ‘What’s Next?’ is a crucial
ques�on, because without vision or revela�on of what God is doing, and the part we have to play in it,
we cast off restraint and ul�mately perish:

Proverbs 29:18 (KJV): Where there is no vision, the people perish.
Proverbs 29:18 (NIV) Where there is no revela�on, people cast off restraint.

Proverbs 29:18 (Message): If people can't see what God is doing, they stumble all over
themselves; but when they a�end to what he reveals, they are most blessed.

A life without vision is:
• Empty
• Joyless
• Unfulfilled
• Fruitless
• Lawless

It also ignores God’s plan to use us to reach others with the good news of the gospel.

Essen�ally, without vision, we’re either spiritually dead or dying.

Remember, we are called to do a work for God. Jesus gave us our marching orders moments before
He ascended into heaven. It’s called the Great Commission:

Ma�hew 28:18-20: 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all na�ons, bap�sing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the
age.’

Our ul�mate purpose is found in Jesus’ last words:
Acts 1:8 (NIV): “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Before we embark on the Great Commission effec�vely, there are four steps that we need to take
ourselves. These four steps not only lead us into the abundant life Jesus promised, but they give us
vision and equip us for our part in God’s mission.

1. We must know God personally.
Ephesians 2:8-9: ⁸ For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gi� of God – ⁹ not by works, so that no one can boast.

In the depths of our hearts, we must know Him in�mately and powerfully.

If you have not taken this step we would recommend the Alpha Course (h�ps://alpha.org.uk).



2. We must find freedom.
We must deal with our past pain, including our hurts, and mistakes, and allow Jesus to wash away
the shame and regrets of the past permanently. Only then, can we see ourselves as God does, in
his righteousness.

3. We must discover purpose.
We must iden�fy how God planned to use us and our unique gi�s to reach other. To help you with
this step, we would recommend the book: “The Purpose Driven Life” by Rick Warren.

4. We must make a difference.
God has something specific for each of us to do with the Holy Spirit as our guide. Paul said we
were created for good works:
Ephesians 2:10: For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to do.

That’s where we experience real joy. It comes through knowing God, being filled with His spirit, and
yielding to Him as we joyfully impact eternity.

Discussion Ques�ons
In light of Jesus’ par�ng message of Acts 1:8…
• How am I reaching my world - my Jerusalem? That would be my family, my neighbours, my co-
workers, and friends. (For clarity read Mark 5:19 and Proverbs 3:27-28).

• How might I make a difference beyond my world - my Judea and Samaria? That would the
surrounding villages. (For clarity read 1 Corinthians 9:22 and Gala�ans 6:2).

• How am I making a difference in the whole world? Has God blessed me to be a blessing to others?
Is He calling me to go and give, or merely give? How have I responded? (For clarity read Mark
16:15; 10:29).

Prayer Focus
This week’s prayer focus is for those who don’t yet know Jesus as their saviour within our sphere of
influence and beyond. This week,intercede for a lost family member, a nearby community, another
county, or a country. Ask God to use your prayers and save the lost by His grace and for His glory.

Next Steps
Do the next right thing! Get water bap�sed, join a Life Group, and remember to make pursuing God a
priority


